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"How much has been done before us!", said Azvid Vinter
to his colleagues, iIn inspecting the Ulugbek Observatory at
Samarkand. Ulugbek was the legendary astrologer who, wlth sur-
prising accuracy for the 15th century, calculated the motion of
1,018 stars. Prior to this, American sclentists and thelr Soviet
colleagues had visited Bukhar, the birthplace of one of the
fathers of medicine, A. Vitsenna, and in Jest called him the first
space doctor, referring to the large group of problems which he
studied a thousand years ago.

This was a tribute to the hospitality shown the scientists
on Uzbek soil, but the following is not history, but a specifilc
and pressing problem:; "What have we done together the past year?"
This question confronted the participants of the [fifth conference
of the combined Soviet-American working group on space blology and
medicine, meeting in Tashkent.

The American group presented our delegation with the results
of medical-biological studies in the "Skylab" and "Apollo" pro-~
~gram ag well as two color films — cell division in space, taken
through a microscope, and studles performed on "Skylab". The
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Soviet delegation presented their colleagues with material on
similar studies on spacecraft in the "Soyuz" series, on the
"Salyut-3" stations, the "Kosmos-605" bilological satellites, and
also the research program for "Kosmos-690", The American group
noted the careful nature of the Soviet methodical processing, the

relationship between biological research in space and general
theoretical problems, and also the applied problems of public
health on the Earth.

"This conference'", sald the leader of the group of Soviet
sclentists,N. Gurovskiy, to our correspondéntg "concentrated
attention on the results of flights of Soviet and American space-
craft and the agreement between American and Soviet methods of
examining the cosmonauts!.

The following is given as an example. At one of the past
conferences, we agreed on a method for using negative pressure
on the lower half of the body of the cosmonaut. This method
1s now used by both sides. Thus, we established that work on
a combined program has been fruitful and we are now goling further,
solving one of the practical problems involved in the joint
flight, set for July, 1975, of Soviet and American cosmonauts
on theSoyuz"l and "Apollo" spacecraft.

The‘head of the Sovliet delegation noted that the work of
the Commission is being aimed more and more at future problems. -
This indicates that our cooperation in the conguest of space is
becoming sclidifled and that there is good coordination of studies
on medical-blologlical problems. This reflects the strengthened
mutual understanding which characterlizes other relationships be-
tween the USSR and the United States.
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